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Uman wit has never 
been able to render 
courage contempti- 
ble by ridicule: 
tho’ courage, asit is 
fometimes a proof 

of exalted virtue, is 

alfo frequently an indication of e- 

normous vice : for if he who effects 

a good purpofe, at the rifque of life, 

is allowed to have th geft pro- 

penfity to good ; it muft be grant- 
ed, that he who at the rifque of life 
effects an evil purpofe, has an equal 

ropenfity toevil. But as ridicule 

as not diftinguifhed courage into 
virtue and vice, neither has it yet 
diftinguifhed infenfibility from cou- 


ee 4 ‘ 


rage. 

_ paflion becomes weak, in 
proportion as it is familiar with its 
obje&. Evil muft be confidered as 
the obje&t of fear ; but the paffion 
is excited only when the evil be- 
comes probable, or, in other words, 
when we are in danger. As the 
fame evil may become probable 
many ways, there are feveral {pe- 
cies of danger: that danger to which 
men are continually expofed, foon 
becomes familiar, and fear is no 
longer excited. ‘This, however, 
mult not be confidered as an ex- 
ample of courage ; for equal dan- 
ger, of any other kind, will Kill 
produce the fame degree of fear in 
the fame mind. ° 

Mechanical caufes, therefore, 
may pfoduce infenfibility of danger, 
but itis abfurd to fuppofe they can 
produce courage, for courage is an 
effort of the mind by which a fenfe 
of danger is furmounted ; and it 
cannot be faid, without the utmof 
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perverfion of language, that a man 
is COurageous, merely becaufe he 
difcovers no feat when he is fenfible 
of no danger. 

_Ttis, indeed, true, that infenfibi- 
lity and courage produce the fame 
effect ; and when we fee another 
unconeerned and chearful in a fitu- 
ation which would make us tremble, 
it is not firange that we fhould im- 
pute his tranquility to the ftrength 
of his mind, and honour his want 
of fear with the name of courage. 
And yet when a mafon whiltles at 
his work on a plank of a foot broad 
& an inch thick, which is fufpend- 
ed by a rafter and acord over a 
precipice, from which if he fhould 
fall he would inevitably perith ; he 
is Only reconciled by habit to a fitu- 
ation, in which more danger 1s ge- 
nerally apprehended than exitts ; he 
has acquired no ftrength of mind, 
by which a fenfe of danger is fur- 
mounted ; nor has he with refpeét 
to courage any advantage over him 
who, though he would tremble on 
the fcaffold, would yet ftand under 
it without apprehenfion ; for the 
danger in both fituations is nearly 
equal, and depends upon the fame 
incidents. 

But the fame infenfibilitv is ofte 
fubfticuted for courage by habit, 
even when the danger is real, and 
in thofe minds which every other 
occafion would fhew to bedeftitute 
of fortitude. The inhabitants of 
Sicily live without terror upon the 
declivity of a vulcano, which the 
ftranger afcends with an interrupted 
pace, looking round at every ftep, 
doubting whether to go forward or 
retire, and dreading the caprice of 
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the flames which he hears roar be- 
neath him, and fees iffue at the 
fummit: but let a woman, who is 
thus become inferfible to. the ter- 
rors of an earthquake, be carried to 
the mouth of the mines in Sweden, 
fhe will look down into the abyfs 
with terror, fhe will fhudder at the 
thought of defcending it, and trem- 
ble left the brink fhould give way. 

Againft infenfibility of real dan- 
ger, we fhould not be lefs watchful 
than againft vunreafenable fear. 
Fear, when it is juftly proportioned 
to its objet, and not too ftrong to 
be governed by reafon, is not only 
blamelefs, but honourable; it is 
effential to the perfection of human 
mature; and the mind woald be as 
defective without it, as the body 
without a limb. Man is a being 
expofed to perpetual evil; every 
moment liable to deftruétion by 
innumerable accidents, which yet, 
if he forefees, he cannot frequently 
prevent : fear, therefore, was im- 
planted in his breaft for his prefer- 
vation ; to warn him when sseoer 
approaches, and to prevent his be- 
ing precipitated upon it either by 
wantonnefs or inattention. But 
thofe evils which, without fear, we 
fhould not have forefeen, when 
fear becomes exceflive we are un- 
able to fhun; for cowardice and 
prefumption are equally fatal, and 
are frequently found in the fame 
mind. 

A peafant in the north of Eng- 
land had two fons, Thomas and 

ohn. Tom was taken to fea when 
fe was very young, by the mafter of 
a fmall vefiel who lived at Hull ; 
and Jack continaed to work with 
his father till Ke was near thirty. 
Tom, who was now become mafter 
of a {mack himfelf, took his bro- 
ther on board for London, and 
promifed to procure him fome em- 
ployment among the fhipping on 
the water fide. After they had 
been fome hours under faij, the 
wind became contrary and blew 
very frefh ; the waves began im- 
mediately to fwell, and dafhing 
with ‘violence againft the prow, 
whitened into foam. The veifel, 
which now plied to windward, lay 
{> much on one fide, that the edge 
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was uently under water; and 
Jack, who expected it to overfet 
every moment, was feized with 
terror which he could not conceal. 
He earneftly requefted of Tom, that 
the fails might be taken in ; and 
lamented the folly that had expofed 
him to the Violence of a tempeft, 
from which: he could not without a 
miracleefcape. Tom, with a fove- 
reign contempt of his puGlanimity, 
derided his diftrefs ; and Jack, on 
the contrary, admired the bravery 
of ‘Tom and his crew, from whole 
countenances and behaviour he at 
length derived fome hope; he be- 
lieved he had deferved the reproach 
which he fuffered, and -defpifed 
himfelf for the fear which he 
could not fhake off. In the mean 
time the gale increafed, and in lefs 
than an hour it blew a ftorm. Jack, 
who watched every countenance 
with the utmoft attention and folli- 
citude, thought that his fears were 
now juftified by the looks of the fai- 
lors: he, therefore, renewed his 
complaint, and perceiving his bro- 
ther ftill unconcerned, again intreat- 
ed him to take every poffible ipfe- 
caution, and not sicteale their dan- 
ger by prefumption. In anfwer to 
thefe remonftrances, he received 
fuch confolation as one lord of the 
creation frequently adminifters to 
another in the depth of diftrefs: 
‘ Pthaw, damme, you fool,” {ays 
Tom, ‘* dont’t be dead-hearted. 
‘“* The more fail-we carry, the 
** fooner we fhall be out of the 
** weather.” Jack’s fear had, in- 
deed, been alarmed before he was 
in danger : but Tom was infenfible 
of the danger when it arrived : he, 
therefore, continued his courfe, ex- 
ulting in the fuperiority of his cov- 
rage, and anticipating the triumph 
of his vanity when they fhould come 
On fhore, But the fails being ftill 
{fpread, a fudder, guft bore away the 
maft, which in its fall fo much in- 
jured the helm, that it became im- 
poflible to fleer, and in a very fhort 
time afterwards the veffel firuck. 
The firft moment in which Tom be- 
came fenfible of danger, he was feen 


to be «totally<deftitate of courage. 


When the veffel ftruck, Jack, who 
had been ordered under hatches, 
came 
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came up, & found the hero, whom trade are in a manner entirely gone, 
he had fo lately regarded with hu- and little more remains befides the 
mility and admiration, fitting on infignificant exchange of commo- 
the quarter deck, wrineing his dities, which is carried on between 
hands, and uttering incoherent and themfelves. Formerly, when the 
clamorous exclamations. Jack now Britifh colonies were permitted to 
appeared more calm than before, trade with the colonies of other 
and asked, if ~_ thing could yet ftates, they carried on a very capi- 
be done to fave their lives. Tom tal traffic to the coait of Guinea ; 
replied in a frantic tone, that they and a very lucrative commerce, as 
might poflibly float to land on fome well in the Newfoundland filhery, 
parts of the wreck; and catching asin the furrs which they purchafed 
up an axe, inftead of attempting to from the Savages of America, and 
difengage the maft, he began to which they fent at a prodigious ad- 
ftave the boat. Jack, whofe reafon vantage to the various parts of Eu- 
was ftill predominant, though he rope. Thefe three trades were the 
had been afraid too foon, faw that only fources of their opulence, and 
Tom in his frenzy was about to cut the only means by which they were 
off their laft hope; he, therefore, enabled to take off the manufac- 
caught hold of his arm, took away tures of the mother country. Yet 
the axe by force, affifted the failors fince the prodigious increafe of the 
in getting the boat into the water, duty upon molaiies, and the un- 
perfuaded his brother to quit the happy prohibition of their inter- 
vefiel, and in about four hours they courte with the foreign fertlements, 
gor fafe on fhore. their Guinea trade has been en- 

If the veffel had weathered the tirely deftroyed, and their traffic in 
ftorm,'Tom would have beendeemed fith and furrs fo very much reduced, 


a hero and Jack a coward. as to prefent rather the fhadow of 
a commerce, than the reality. 
To prove th 
The Westmintser Journat. prove that the people of 


Great Britain have been materially 
By Thomas Touchit, of Spring- injured by the decline of the Ame- 
Gardens, Ef; rican commerce, nothing more is 
neceflary than to mention the vi- 
THE unceafing fortitude with fible decline of our own manutfac- 
which the people, notonly of tures, ever fince the period in which 
the colonies, but even thoie of the the unfortunate reftriGions on that 
mother country, have pointed forth commerce were fo fatally laid on ; 
their grievances to the great af- ever fince that moment, the Ameri- 
fembly of this kingdom, has at caa demands for Britifh goods have 
length happily procured a pretty not only experienced a moft rapid 
confident certainty of an immedi- decay, but, what is very well worth 
ate repeal of the ftamp act; but not- attending to, the Americans have 
withftanding the repeal of this act been rendered unable to difcharge 
muft in a great meaiure reftore the their debts: fo that, though there 
tranquillity of the Britifh domi- is at this moment the aftonifhing 
nions, yet unlefs we proceed a lit- {um of five millions fterling due to 
tle further, the intereit of the Bri- the mother country, the mother 
tifh dominions can never be re- country has no profpect whatfoever 
eltablifhed, and we muft ftill un- of ever receiving a fifth part of 
dergo a moft lamentable decline that fum, unleis the fame goodnefs, 
in Our profperity as a commercial. which now induces the legiflative 
people. power to take away one opprefiion 
‘The reftrictive laws of late years trom the fhoulders of the colonies, 
laid upon the people of the colo- fhould induce them to go through 
nies, have fo greatly interrupted with the bufinefs, and inipire them 
their commerce, that the principal with a generous inclination to re- 
fupports of the North American move the whole. 
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eftablifhed, and we muft ftill un- of ever receiving a fifth part of 
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180 The Life of Fobn Gower. 
The Life of Joun Gower. fion. This ftudy, however, did not 
. entirely engrofs his attention ; he 
PT HERE is no abfolute certainty was well read in polite literature,and 
either in what year, orin what had an excellent tafte therein, parti- 
ves of England, our poet was born. cularly for poetry, upon which he 
eland is of opinion, and he has fpent-many of his leifure hours. It 
been mucli followed by laterwriters, was, probably, this part of his cha- 
that he was defcended from the anti- raéter, whiely firft introduced him 
ent family of the Gowers of Stiten- tothe knowledge and acquaintance 
ham, in Yorkfhire; but there is rea- of Chaucer; md which afterwards 
fon to believe that opinion is not grew into a very warm friendhhip. It 
well founded. And Caxton and Bar- has been obferved, that feverai cir- 
thelette, the firft printers of his Con- cumftances confpired to unite thefe 
yeljio Amantis, afirm him to bea na- two fathers of the Englith poetry. 
tive of Wales. But however that There was agreat fimilartty in their 
be, it appears that he was born be- tempers; and though Gower was 
fore Chaucer, though probably not the elder man, yet it feems probable 
any confiderable time; and it is that there Was not any'conhderable 
certain, that of whatever family he difference between their ages. Ano- 
was, he came into the world with ther circumftance, which might 
confiderable advantages, and had a_ contribute to ftrengthen theirattach- 
liberal education, though it is un- ment, is, that they were both of the 
certain in what place he receivedit. fame party. Chaucer had addicted 
Some writers have thought it proba- himfelf to Joha of Ghent, duke of 
ble, that he was bred at Oxford, and Lancafter, one of the uncles of king 
at Merton collece. However, itap- Richard the Second; and Gower 
pears that after leaving the wniverl- adhered with equal fleadineis to 
ty, he removed to the middle-tem- Thomas of Woodftock, duke of 
ple, in orderto ftudy thelaw; agree- Glocefter, another of the king’s uns 
able to the cuftom of thofe times, cles. Gower alfo faw with indigna- 
when gentlemen ordinarily finifhed tion the vices of the clergy of thofe 
their education in the inns of court. times, and cenfured them with free- 
Acuftom certainly founded upon the dom, as well as Chaucer. The inti- 
jufleht principles ; for in every na- macy between them occafioned them 
tion, efpecially undera free and po- frequently to confer together about 
pular form of government, the know- their works ; and on thefe occafions 
ledge of the laws of the country they would fometimes rally each 
is a very important partofawellre- other, and fometimes argue with 
gulated education. warmth ; but it was without anger, 
It is faid that Gower applied him- and without pique. The only real 
felf with fo much diligence and fuc- difpute between them, fays Leland, 
cefs to the ftudy of the law, that he was which fhould honour the other 
became very eminentin that profef- moft (0). 
Gower 


(2) Chaucer, at theclofe of his poem of Troilusand Creffide, has thefe words ; 
O moral Gower, this boke | directe 
To the, and to the philofophicall Strode, 
To vouchfate there nede is for to correéic 
Of your benignities and zelis gede, 


Which in more modern language may be read thus, 


O moral Gower ! this little book I fend 
To thee, and to the philofophic Stroud, 

Perfe& what's right, what’s wrong in it amend, 

As friends to me, and furtherers of good, 
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Gower poffefied a very confidera- 
ble degree of learning, for the time 
in which he lived. And hehad a 
great genius for poetry, in which he 
endeavoured to accommodate the 
fevereft fentiments to the {weeteft 
language. He tried this (accordin 
to the notions of thofe times) wit 
fuccefs, in the French tongue, 
This led him to attempt imitating 
Ovid, but (fays Leland) with more 

ains than profit. However, this 
had a good effeét; for it induced 
him to try, what he could do in his 
own language, and in this he was 
more fuccefsful : for in his poetical 
attempts in Englifh, he acquitted 
himfelf harmonioufly and happily. 

But notwithftanding Gower’s in- 


Gower, on the other hand, in his Confe/fio Amantis, introduces Venus {peaking to 


The Life of John Gower. Sr 


clination and genius for poetry, he 
did not neglect his graver ftudies. 
On the contrary, he applied himfelf 
fo diligently to the ftudy of the law, 
as to acquire confiderable reputation 
as a lawyer ; which reputation was 
no way diminifhed by his poetical 
performances. For they were of fo 
grave and moral a turn, as_toocca- 
ion him to be particularly diftin- 
guifhed by the name of themorat. 
Gower ; a title which it is faid he 
firft received from his friend Chau- 
cer. His pieces fhewed that he had 
not only elcaped the infection of the 
luxurious times in whichhe lived, 
but had alfo the courage and virtue 
toattempt ftopping the tide of cor- 
ruption ; and he took that method 


of 


him thus : 


-——— Grete well Chaucer, whan ye mete, 
As my difciple and my poete, 

For in the flours of his youth, 

In fondrie wife, as he well couth 
Of detees, and of fonges glade, 
The which he for my fake made, 
The londe fulfilled is over all ; 
Whereof to him in fpeciall 

Above all other I am moit holde, 
For thy nowe in his daies olde 
Thou fhalt hym tell this mefiage, 
That he upon his later age, 

To fette an ende of all his werke, 
As he whiche is myn owne clerke, 
Do make his refament of lave, 

As thou haft done thy fhrifte above, 
So that my court it may recorde, 


The fenfe in modern Englith. 


Greet Chaucer when you him next fee, 
My pupil and my poet he, 

Who in his youth fit age for fong, 

Of tales and ditties fweet a throng, 
Made for my fake, and with his lays 
Through all this ifland fpread my praife ; 
For which, as merit ftill fhould rife, 
Him beyond other bards I prize, 

But now his filver locks appear, 

To him from me this meflage bear ; 
That as my own efpecial clerk, 

Of genius th’ expiring fpark, 

Shall breathe his sefament of love ; 

As thou haft done thy fhritt * above, 


* Aluding to the Confeffio Amantis, 
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of doing this which appeared the 
moft likely tofucceed, namely, in- 
ftilling principles of morality and 
ood fenfe under the garb of plea- 
fat tales. For this ices gained 
the applaufe of the moft valuabie & 
difcerning part of mankind in his 
own times, and deferves allo the ap- 
laufe of poilerity; for wit and 
arning are never more laudably 
employed than when they are en- 
gaged in the interelts of virtue. 

s a poet Gower was known to 
king Richard the zd ; whofe favour 
he had fo far gained, that when 
that prince was one day taking his 
diverfion on the Thames, and our 
author was in a boat near him, the 
king fent for him into his barge, 
and honoured him with his com- 
mand to exercife his poetical talent 
upon fome fubjeé for his entertain- 
ment. In confequence of this com- 
mand he produced his Confefie 
Amantis. ‘This performance is a 
kind of poetical fyitem of morality, 
interfperfed with weighty fentences, 
excellent maxims and fhrewd fay- 
ings; but far the greateft part com- 
poied of pleafant ftories, judicioully 
introduced as inftances or examples 
in fupport of the virtuous doétnine 
delivered. It is written in Englith 
verfe, and is divided into eight 
books. The feventh book contains 
an abridgment of Ariftotle’s philo- 
fophy, from whence he takes occa- 
fion to give the king a great deal of 
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ood advice, and that upon very 
licate fubjects, with much dignity 
and freedom. Gower himfelf in- 
forms us, in his fecond prologue to 
this work, printed in the firit edi- 
tion, that there being then few men 
who wrote in Englith, he determin- 
ed to write this book in our own 
tongue, for the general ufe of his 
countrymen. It feems, however, 
that this work was not finifhed long 
before the depofition of king Rich- 


d.(* 
ane") [To be continned.| 
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‘T Here was in the dynafty of 
Ming, in the fmall city Yung- 
kia, of the diftrit of Ouentcheou, 
in the province of Tchekiang, a 
fcholar whofe name was Ouang, 
and firname Kie, and whofe title of 
honour was Ouénhoa. He had 
married a lady called Lieou, who 
alone poffeffed his whole affe€tion ; 
he had no other child but one 
daughter: thus the whole family 
confilied but. of three perfons, be- 
fides flaves or domeftics. Though 
he was not rich, yet helivedina 
handiome manner, and ftudy was 
his whole employment ; he had not 
yet taken a degree, but he was in 
queft of that honour ; and inorder 
to attain it he lived in retirement, 
conftantly taking up his with books, 
and 


* William Caxton in 1483 printed an edition of the Confeffio Amantis, which 
bears the following title: ‘ Confeffio Amantis ; that is to faye in Englyfhe, The 
Confeffion of a Lover; made and compyled by John Gower, fquyre, borne in Walys, 


« 
* in the tyme of king Richard the Second, 
< 


feffyd to Genyus preeft of 


Which book treteth, how he was con- 


Venus, upon the caufes of love, in his five wyttes, and 


* feven dedely fynnes, &c. with divers hifioryes and fables, touching every matere 


* compryfed therein.” 


The reader will obferve, that in this title, Caxton, who lived 


nearer the time ef Gower than any writer of his life, exprefsly fays that he was 


born in Wales, agreeable to what has been already obferved in the text. 
him only an efquire, whereas many writers have faid that) he was a knight. 


He alfo calls 
Barthe- 


lette alfo printed three feveral editions of the Confeffio Amantis. The firft was in 


¥ $32. 


This printer, whe was a mai of parts and learning, in his dedication of his 


edition of this work to king Henry VIII. obferves of it, that it abounds with eloquent 


* 


reafons, fharp and quicke argumentes, 


~a a ea ee A 


and examples of great auctoritie, perfwa- 


dynge unto vertue, not only taken out of the posts, oratours, hiftoric writers, and 
philefophers, but alfo out of the Holy fcripture, 
but that he maie by readinge of this warke get righte great knowledge, as well for 
the underftandynge of many and diverfe auCtours, whofe 
hiftories, are tranflated into this warke, as for the plentie of Englith words and 
vulgars, befides the furtherance of the life to virtue, 


There is no man (continues he) 


reafons, fayenges, and 












































* 
rn 
> 
: 
z 

Le 

= 


QE 


- Sa = 


i om Ff 


ses, ~s 7 = 4-£e 
—~Binneieewe 


or 
id 
ad 


















































Artful Villainy brought to Light : A Chinefe Hifory. 183 


and not fufpending his labour on be worth hagling about ; and yet it 
any account, unlefs now & then to is very common to fee fervants fhele 
vifit two or three friends, who mu- teringthemfelves under their matters 
tually communicated their produc- authority, affront and abufe people 
tions toeach other. As for the lady to the difcredit of their maiiers, 
Lieou, fhe was a model of virtue ; who are often brought into trouble 
fhe was witty, diligent, fragal, and by that means ; but prudent per- 
induftrious; and thefe two perfons fons give fuch ftrié orders, that all 
of fo amiable a character lived to- inconveniencies of this kind are 
getherin perfe&t union. One af- prevented. It is very certain, Ou- 
ternoon, about the latter end of ang fhould have been more mode- 
the fpring, in charming weather, a rate; for want of this, he com- 
friend or two came to draw him mitted a great fault, and he was fe- 
from his books, with a defignto verely punifhed for it, as will ap- 
take a walk in the fields. Quang, pear Lcavafint. As foon as ever he 
invited by the fweetnefs of the fea- faw the ftranger fall at his feet with- 
fon, was willing to take a little di- out motion, and almoft without 
verfion, and he and his company life, he was feized with extreme 
went and regaled themfelves, drank dread, which foon diffipated the 
feveral bumpers, and fo parted. fumes of the wine: he went to his 
Ouang coming near his own houfe, affiftance, and cried out for help ; 
found two fervants at the door, who they carried the man half dead into, 
were in a great paifion with aman the hall: ashe yet difcovered no 
in the ftreet: this latter lived at fign of life, they poured intohim a 
Hou tcheou, and was calied Liu ;he little hot tea, which recovered him 
had a bafket in his hand full of from the f{woon. Then Ouang 
ginger, which he fold: the fervants afked his pardon, and treated him 
pretended he had made them pay with excellent wine, giving him 
too dear for the quantity he had fomething to eat, to renew his 
given them; the dealer, on the ftrength; after which he made him 
other hand, {aid they would wrong a prefent of a piece of ituff to make 
him, if they withheld a fingle mite. money of. This good treatment foon 
Quang having learned the caufe ot turned his refentment into joy, 
the difference, turned towards the which he teftified by a thouiand 
dealer, and faid, ‘‘ You are very thanks; after which he took his 
well paid ; go about your bufinefs, leave, and made the beft of his 
and don’t make fuch a noife at my way to the fide of a river, which it 
door.” The dealer, who was a was neceflary to pafs before it was 
plain honeft man, replied with his dark. If Ouang could poflibly 
ufual freedom, ‘‘ It is not poffible have forefeen what would happen, 
for us fmall traders to bear the leait he would have urged the ftranger to 
lofs ; and it is very il] done in you, a longer ftay, and maintained him 
who ought to havea great and ge- for the two following months: 
nerous foul, to be fo hard with us this hofpitality would have pre- 
oor people.” Ouang, who was a vented the crofles which he after- 
ittle heated with wine, fell intoa wards met with: his conduét may 
great paflion at thefe words. ‘‘ You afford a good leffon, which is ex- 
rafcal you,” {aid he to him, ** how preffedin this proverb, We throw a 
dare you talk tome in this man- golden net with both bands, and 
ner ?”’ Upon this, without confi- catch a hundred misfortunes. Ouang 
dering he was aman in years, he no fooner faw that he was gone but 
ee him a hearty pufh, and threw heentered into the inner part of his 
him down: the fall was violent, houfe, and rejoiced with his wife 
infomuch that the poor wretch lay that he was {fo foon got rid of fo 
without fenfe or motion. To fay troublefome an affair: As it was 
the truth, one ought never to be in night the Lady Licou calied her 
a pailion, efpecially with people flaves, and ordered them to /erve in 
who get their livelihood by dealiig fupper: fhe began with giving her 
im trifles; a mite or twocan never hufbanda draught of hot wine to 
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recover him from his fright ; he 
had already regained his {pirits, and 
his heart was at reft, when he heard 
afudden knocking at the door. He 
was feized with new dread, and 
taking a lamp went haflily to fee 
what was the matter; he found a 
man called Tcheou fe, matter of the 
ferry boat by which they croffed the 
river; he had in his hand a piece of 
ftuff, and the merchant’s bafket. As 
foon as he perceiv’d Ouang, he faid 
with a wild look, what a dreadful 
affair have you fallen into! you are 
abfolutely loft, what! a fcholar like 
ou to kill apoor trader! This was 
ike a clap of thunder to the unfor- 
tunate Quang : What 1s it that you 
fay, replyed he trembling? dent you 
know what I mean, anfwered 
Tcheou fe? I fuppofe you know this 
ftuff and this bafket : yes, I do, faid 
he ; a dealer in ginger belonging to 
Hou tcheou, came to my houfe, 
and had this piece of {tuff of me to 
day, and this is the basket in which 
he carried his ginger. How did they 
fall into your hands? It was almoit 
night, faid Icheou fe, when a man 
of Hou tcheou, called Liu, wanted a 
paffage in my boat; he was hardly 
got in before he complained of a 
violent pain in his breait, which re- 
duced him to the lait extremity ; 
then telling me it was the effeét of 
blows, which you gave him, he put 
the basket & ttuff into my hands : 
thefe will be a proof when you pro- 
fecute this affair, which | conjure 
you to do; for this reafon go to Hou 
tcheou as foon as you Can to ac- 
quaint my relations, and pray them 
to revenge my caufe with the life of 
him who deprived me of mine: when 
thofe words were ended he expired ; 
his body is ftill in the boat, which 
I have brought into your port at the 
entrance of the river; you may exa- 
mine ito the affair yourfelf, and 
fo take proper meafures for your 
fafety. At this relation Quang was fo 
full of terror he could not fpeak one 
word, his heart was agitated like 
that of a fawn who is hemmed in 
on all fides, and feeks on all fides 
a paflage to efcape by. At length 
coming a littleto himfelf, he en- 
deavoured to diflemble the confu- 
fion he was in : what you relate, faid 
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he boldly, cannot poffibly be ; how- 
ever he ordered a fervant to go pri- 
vately to the bark, and examine if 
what he had faid was true: the fer- 
vant returned very fpeedily, and 
affured him that thedead body was 
certainly there.Quang was a man of 
an irrefolute mind, & could not fee 
very far into tranfaétions ; he gues 
back into the houfe, almoft out of 
his wits, and told his wife what he 
had juft heard : It is quite over with 
me cried he, Iam a loft man, the 
ftorm is ready to burft over my 
head, nor dol know any remedy 
for my misfortune, unlefs I can 
bribe the waterman to conceal the 
body in fome place or other while 
it continues dark. Upon this he 
takes a purfe of filver, amounting 
to about twenty Taels, and return- 
ed haftily to the water man. Matter, 
faid he, | hope you will keep the {e- 
cret, and I willintruft you with the 
whole affair: I muft own I had a 
hand in this unfortunate bufinefs, 
but more thro’ imprudence than 
malice ; we are both natives of Ouen 
tcheou, and I flatter myfelf that you 
will ufe me like a fellow citizen : 
would you ruin me for the love of a 
ftranger? what advantage can you 
gain byit? is not it better tohufh 
up this affair? if you will, my ac- 
knowledgment fhall be proportiona- 
ble to the benefit received from 
you: take then the corps, & throw 
it into fome by-place ; the dark- 
nefs of the night favours our defign 
without its coming to the knowledge 
of any perfon whatever. What 
place can I chufe, replied the water- 
man? if by chance any one fhould 
difcover the myftery to morrow, and 
there fhould bea fearch after the 
criminal, they will tock upon meas 
an accomplice in the murder, and 
by doing you fervice I fhall equally 
involve myfelf in this troublefome 
affair. You know very well, faid 
Quang, the fepulchre of my father is 
very near; and is a place not at all 
freguented ; befides the night 1s 
very dark, and there is no fear of 
meeting one foul by the way ; be 
then fo kind as to fetch the carcale 
from your boat. This is a hkely 
method, replied the waterman, but 
who will you pay me for the. Ser 
: vice 
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vice? Then Ouang took the purfe 
& gave it the waterman, who, find- 
ing by the weiglit that it was not 
very confiderable, How ! faid he, 
with a fcornful air, here is murder 
in the cafe; and you think to get 
out of the {crape for fo {mall a fum: 
It was my good fortune that con- 
duéted this man to my boat; heaven 
has given me an Opportunity of 
changing my condition fora better, & 
you Soald ut me off with fo little ; 
this bufinels is worth at leait a hun- 
dred Taels. Ouang, who was very 
eager to get rid of the danger as foon 
as poflible, durft not contradict him; 
he fignified by a nod that he accept- 
ed the condition, and immediately 
went into the houfe, where he haiti- 
ly took the remainder of his filver, 
together with habits, his wite’s 
jewels, and fuch like things, and 
returned {peedily to offer all to 
Tcheou fe, telling him that what he 
brought, amounted to about fixty 
Taels, which was all that his cir- 
cumftances would permit him to 
give, and he befought him to be 
contented therewith. In _ effec 
Tcheou fe feemed to be mollified : 
1 will not, faid he, over-rate the mif- 
foriané, but as you are a man of 
letters, I hope hereafter you will 
have a regard forme, Ouang began 
to be revived from this moment, and 
became a little eafy he got a colla 
tion for the waterman, and while it 
was preparing fent two flaves for 
fhovels and mattocks ; the name of 
one of the two was Hou ; he was a 
brutal fellow, for which reafon he 
had the furname of Hou the Tiger. 
The company fet out foon after ; 
and when they were come over 
againit the fepulchre, they chofe a 
place that was fott and ealy to dig, 
where they made a grave & buried 
thecarcaie; after which they reim- 
barked and returned to the houfe. 
However, this labour took up the 
Hepa part of the night, and the 
y begun to break before they 
came home: breakfaft was ready 
for the waterman; after which, he 
took his leave. Ouang fent away 
his fervants, and being alone, went 
into his wife’s apartment to bewail 
their misfortune : Is it poffible, 
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cried he, that a man of my profeffion 
and of fo antient a family, fhould 
be reduced to fubmit to a wretch to 
whom upon any other occafion I 
fhould not condefcend to {peak ? At 
thefe words he fhed a flood of tears. 
His wife endeavoured to mitigate 
his forrow ; Why are you fo fad, {aid 
fhe tohim ? Your unhappy fate is 
the caufeof it, you are deftined to 
this trouble, and to pay the fum that 
it has coft you ; initead of murmu- 
ring as you do, praife heaven thathas 
protected you in this misfortune ; 
compole yourfelf to reftas wellas you 
can, for you have need of it after the 
troubles and fatigues of the night: 
Quang followed her advice and 
went to bed. As for the waterman, 
he fold his boat, and with the mo- 
ney that the fcholar had given him 
opened a fhop, and applied himéelf 
to trade. I muft here break the 
thread of my hiftory to make this 
reflection: Sure the fcholar was 
matter of little prudence, for fince 
he undertook to itop the mouth of 
the waterman with a bribe, ought 
he not to have put a great number of 
dry faggots in the boat to have burnt 
the carcafe? Theo there would be 
no fign left, nor any fear of its be- 
ing tound out: but in caufing it to 
be buricd, he acted in the fame man- 
ner as thofe who cut downthe weeds 
in the field, & leave the roo: behind: 
i hele weed por again in the {pring, 
& occafion the fame troubie; a skii- 
ful husbandman plucks them up by 
the root, & the firft froft that comes 
deftroys them, and they are no lon- 

er troublefome. ‘lhe common fay- 
ing 1s true that misfortunes ride poit 
and iucceed one another: The 
daughter of Quang whom I men- 
tioned before, entered on her third 
year, when fhe was attacked with 
the {mall-pox of a malignant fort; 
they prayed heartily for their only 
daughter, and procured the beft phy- 
ficians to come to her aifiitance ; the 
parents pene whole days together, 
weeping by her bedfide; at length 
they learnt that there was a phyG- 
cian in the city called Siu, greatly 
experienced in thefe diftempers, and 
who had faved a great number of 
children that were given over: Ou4ng 
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wrote a very preffing letter, and 
gave it to Hou the Tiger, his flave, 
charging him to make all-the ha 
poflible ; he reckoned all the -h 
of the day, and no phyfician ap- 
peared ; as forthe child the grew 
worfe, but Jingered on til! the third 
watch,when fhe expired in the midt 
of the tears and groans of her dif- 
confolate parents. It .was not 
tall the next day at noon that Hou 
the Tiger returned home; his anfwer 
was that the phyfician was abfent, 
and that he had waited for him all 
the day to no purpole ; when the 
father heard this, his grief was re- 
newed : At was predetermined, faid 
he, that my daughter thould die 
thus: I was not to be fo happy as 10 
get the affiftance of fo skilful a 
fician; and faying thefe words, 
fellinto tears. A few days af- 
terwards they difcovered, by ‘the 
means of one of the domelticks, 
that the dlave inftead of going on 
the errand, ftopt at a public houfe, 
where he got drunk ; and when the 
fumes of the wine were diflipated, 
he invented the ftory he had the im- 
pudence to relate at his return, At 
this news, Ovang, tranfported with 
anger, called the reft of his flaves; 
be quick, faid he, take this rafcal 
and lay him on the cen em 
ive him fifty hearty blows with a 
ttoon, and be fure to lay them on 
handfomely ; when the correétion 
was over he withdrew, full of grief 
into hisapartment. The flave got 
up with great recon greatly 
bruifed with the ftrokes he had re- 
ceived, and crawled to his room as 
well as he could, there, full of rage. 
and debating with himfelf like a 
madman; cruel mafter, faid he, you 
fhall pay dear for your brutality. 171] 
be re *d for this : Then, after he 
had confidered a moment, I need 
not go far, fays he, to feek for an 
opportunity, it is near at hand, and 
1 will not let it flip; as foon as my 
wounds are healed you fhall know 
what I can do, I fhall teach you, ac- 
cording to the old pea 
it is the bucket hung by the rope 
that gees down into the well, or 
whether it it the water out of the 
well fallsinto the bucket. 
[To be continued. } 
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{7 is abundantly evident from the 

whole ‘tenor of the New T'efta. 
ment, that the proper effeét of the 
true principles of the Chriftian reli. 
gion, 1s not to infpire prief or ters 
ror, but fatisfaction and joy. And 
we thall proeced in what follows, to 
explain the ground and reafon of 
the Apoftle’s exhortation, Rejeice in 
the Lord always ; whichthe repeats 
with aparticdlar emphiafis, and a- 
gain I fay, Rejoice. 

Virtue is ‘undoubtedly in fome 
meafure its own reward. Innocence 
and goodnefs are in themfelves ana- 
tural ground of fatisfattion and 
pleafure: not only as the mind is 
prelerved from the perplexities and 
bechenes yeMNBUtOr i ; but 34 

comes of thofe good dif- 
pofitions, the exercife of which con- 
tributes greatly to the happinefs of 
life. Nothing affords greater ‘de- 
light to a generous mind than the 
exercife of focial & benevolent af- 
fe€tions : and there is a {atisfaction 
and joy artifing from true Virtae, 
which far excels the pleafures of 
voluptuoufnefs, ambition, or ava- 
rice. But wirtue, enfupported bya 
belief of true religion, 1s unttable 
and precarious ; and all the courage 
and hope it’ can poflibly afford, ‘are 
liable to be overborn by various ac- 
cidents. "The calamittes of life, the 
fears of death, the wickednefs of 
men, the ingratitude of fome, the 
malice of others, the adverfities and 
oppreffions ‘to which it is often ex- 

ed in this ftate of trial, are faffi- 
cient to blaft it, and prevent al) the 
fruits of ‘peace and joy it might 
otherwife produce. In fuch incle- 
ment feazfgns, religion aloneis capa- 


ble of fupporting t od itr) oer 
= cient ftreng sod 


and giving it fi 
warmth, to bring forth fruit to ‘per 
feftion. Exclofive of all confidence 
in Gop, and all hope of a life after 
death, how narrow and circumfcrib- 
ed muft our largeft views and expec. 
tations be ! No profpe& interrupted 
by the many oo por accidents 
which may befal us in life, and 
fhortly 

























































‘ ta 
iy 
2 














thortly terminated: by the blank pe- 
riod of death, can afford and folid 
contentment and hope, to the mind 
of a wife and good) man. 

Letus then proceed, in the next 
place, to the belief of Natural Religi- 
on, Or 2 confidence in the wifdom, 
power, apd goodnefs.of the fovereign 
difpofer of all things: which isa 
further ground of fatisfaétion to a 

man, and which ftrengthens 
virtue, and adds to the happinefs 
arifing from it. 

There is upon the whole fo great 
a prevalence of order and good in 
the world around us, even within 

our narrow obfervation and experi- 
ence, as affords an undeniable evi- 
dence, that the Maker of it is a Be- 
ing of perfect goodnefs, as well as 
wiidom and power. It is alfo rea- 
fonable to believe, that the infinite 
wifdom of Gop may conduét his 
creatures, to the ends for which he 
defigned them, and to their own 
greateft happinefs, by ways and 
means myfterious to our apprehen- 
fion ; that thofe things may — 
in his unerring judgment, which to 
our partial imaginations appear 
evil; and that his infinite power 
can convert thofe events, which 
feem the moft formidable and hurt- 
ful, into real advantages, and the 
means of our happinefs. Thefe 
confiderations are {ufficient to re- 
move all objeftions againft his go- 
vernment, and enable us to conhde 
in his fupreme wifdom and good- 
nefs, notwithftanding all the appa- 
rent eviis of the prefent itate. 

This belief of Neswwal Religion isa 
firm ground of contentment, and is 
iufficient to difpel anxiety, and to 

ladden the heart of a good man. 

aving our minds free from all dif- 
troft of the divine juftice and good- 
aeis, and being thoroughly periuad- 
ed, that all things paft, prefent, and 
to come, are directed by infallible 
wifdom to the happieft ends ; we 
may. rejoice in Gop, and coniem- 
plate his. works with admiration 
and pleafure. The whole creation 
around us will appear no lef{s de- 
lightful, than great and altonifhing. 

€ fhall contempiate ourfeives with 
a fecret fatisfattion, as being the 
creatures of fuch a being: and our 
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reateft terror will be, left we fhould 

orfeit his prote@tion, and the being 

he hath given us, and ceafe to be 
creatures any Jonger. 

And this faith of Natural Religion 
will afford yet more ample materials 
of comfort and joy, 1f, inftead of 
confining our views to prefent and 
fenfible things, we extend them ine 
to remote {paces and ages, and en- 
deavour to enlarge our ideas of the 
divine intentions and operations: if 
inftead of limiting xy ower 
by our narrow faculties an eufete 
and infinite goodnefs by our little 
Capacity and experience, we learn 
to conceive and believe, that all our 
knowledge cf the works of Gop, is 
nothing 1n comparifon of what they 
are in themfelves: that infinitely 
more lies beyond, than within, the 
compafs of our faculties: that the 
world we inhabit is not the only 
work of Gop; but that there are 
ftates and worlds innumerable, the 
produce of infinite wifdom and pow- 
er: that there are creatures of Gop 
who excel us in their knowledge, 
dignity, and happinefs, far more 
than we excel the meaneft infe& : 
and that the fame power of Gop, 
which created us to the enjoyment 
of this life, can raife us after death 
tu another life, and a ftate of happi- 
nefs above our prefent experience or 
conception. We are ignorant of 
thofe various and fuperior ftates of 
exiftence, which are 1n the power of 
omnipotence to confer, and which 
fome orders of rational Beings may 
actually poffefs. Inftead, therefore, 
of meafuring the effeéts of infinite 
power, by our ignorance and inex- 
perience, we ought rather to con- 
clude, that our highett conceptions 
of the works of Gop, and the ends 
of his wifddm and goodnels, fall in- 
finitely fhort of their excellence and 
perteétion : and that the happinefs 
of mankind in this life is indeed ana 
object of the divine intention ; but 
not worthy to be compared to thofe 
far more glorious and beneficent 
ends, which are intended and ac- 
complifhed, in Gop’s creation and 
government of the boundlefs uni- 
verte. 

This world and the ftate of mane 
kindia it, may not only bear a re- 
2Az2 lation 














































































188 4 View of Political Letters which have appeared in the publie Papers. 


Jation to other ftates and worlds in .protraéted for fome little time lon- 
the vifible creation, as being one ger; though there is no chance that 
proper partof a vait fyiiem too gréat I fhould ever recover from that ftate 
to be comprehended by Our imagi- of exireme weaknefs, under which 
mation : but may alfoitand connec- J] have now laboured for above two 
ted with an invifible intelle€tual months together. My phyficians 
chaps! and with future ages, and advife me to try the benefit of the 
the diftant periods of eternity. And Bath-waters ; and I fhall according- 
the greed purpofe of the Creator in ly fet out thither immediately. My 
the tormation of mankind, may lie readers muft not therefore expec to 
far beyond the narrow {cope of our hear from me fo often. and regularly 
prefent experience and obfervation. as they have done formerly ; though 
And confidering human happinefs | by no means intend to drop ‘my 
as one objet of the divine purpoie; correfpondence. Whenever there 
‘yet the fituation of mankind on js any thing material and intereftin 
earth, and their enjoyment of this upon the carpet, they may depen 
life, may be but adiminutive part upon receiving my opinion, in ‘the 
of bat divine purpofe, introductory fame free and undifguifed manner 
to future fcenes, and higher{pheres as they have hitherto done. It is 
of capacity, action andenjoyment. neither inconfiftent nor uncommon 
Such confiderations asthefe, will to fend Politics from the Bath ; ever 
not only elevate the mind, with fince lait fummer when it was made 
more jublimeand pleafingapprehen- the feat of a famous political con- 
fions, of the works and defign: of the grefs. Some people indeed are of 
all-perfect Being ; but lead us to opinion that country politics muf 
place a more entire confidence in his: be either ttale, if they arife from 
wifdom and goodnefs; to refign what is doing in the world; or fpe- 
ourfelves to his difpofal, both in culative and vifionary if they are the 
life and at death, with complacen- refult of reading and meditation, 
cy and fatisfaction ; not without fome But how fallacious and contrary to 
probable bope, that death may not be experience is {uch reafoning ? Does 
the period of our exillence, but a not the mirrour of all politicians, 
tranflation to fome better and hap- the flower of all ftatefmen, the 
pier iiate. mighty Commoner himfelf, leave, 
[To be continued.) like another Cincinnatus, his rural 
employments, & when he 1s fent for, 
A View of Poritica, LetTers come to town, to take upon himielf 
which have appeared in the Public the direétion of the Britith S—n—e? 
Papers. And who will dare to fay that his 
: ‘ olitics are either ftale or vifionaty ? 
AN Sejanus, mn the Public Ad- Does not the novelty of them ftrike 
vertiier, jays, “‘ itis a happi- every man dumb with admiration; 
nefs, which nothing can fhake, that and is not their Soldity fuch, that 
I am confcious to myfelf of the we are likely to fel them for ages? 
reftitude of my intentions ; and In imitation then of this ftupendous 
that, while 1 am accufed by my an- Patriot! tha!) frequently pay a vilit 
tagonifts as an hireling and party- to my readers; not indeed upon 
tool, I can look upon my hands, crutches, nor packed up in flannel: 
and they are clean from Bribes, and [ fcornt® make a parade of real 
jnto my heart, and it is clear Of infirmities myfelf, & if I adopt ar- 
Prejudice. The Good of my coun- sifcial ones, | thall defervedly be 
try, however untafhionable it may {corned by others. Nothing can be 
found, is my ruling principle; and more contemptible than to feea 
J endeavour to iquare my doctrine mag for the fake of a little empty 
ro our excellent conftitution, and popularity, and to exort the pity 
mot to the crooked tenets of any and admiration of the mob, affect 
party: I fhall perfevere inthis un- difeafe and pain, and appear in 
dertaking to the laft moment of my Public fwaddled up, like an Egyp: 
political life, which may poiibly be tian mummy. Such behaviour as 
tals 
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this is more ridiculous, than what 


weread of Beau Fielding ; who, at 
fifty years old, in a quarrel upon the * 


ftage opened his breaft, and thewed 


a {cratch to the ladies, in hopes of 


moving their compaifion ; but they 
all fell inftantly a laughing, and the 
poor battered beau, for the firft time 
of his life, was difconcerted. I 
fhould expe& to be treated inthe 
fame manner by my readers, if I was 
to make afhewof my diftempers 
and infirmities; I fhall therefore 
conceal them as much as pofhible ; 
and when I write from Bath, fhall 
‘appear to be in as good health and 
{pirits, as the nature of the cafe 
will allow. 

I have nothing at prefent to add 
further and therefore bid my rea- 
ders heartily farewel. 

A difappointed Tory, in the Public 
Advertifer fays, ** | cannot conceal 
the anxiety I feelin the prefent 
nice and uncertain ftate of public 
affairs, where the ftruggle is between 
an act of Power, which we Tories 
cal] Dignity, and an aé&t of Candour 
and Moderation, which the Whigs, 
or rather Republicans, ftrongly re- 
commend and efpoufe. I am one of 
many perfecuted Tories, whofe 
Principles lead me to harfh and rigo- 
rous meaiures, who prefer firmnefs 
to lenity, Defpotifm to Liberty. If 
the prefent reigning fpirit of fac- 
tion and licentioufnefs be not quel- 
led and fubdued, I dread the ill con- 
fequences, which naturally {pring 
from diforder and anarchy, and 
from an adminiftration, whote crime 
is popularity. 

here are many things, which 
alarm and grieve me in the prefent 
times. I am afflicted to fee how 
low the Favourite is fallen, and the 
more fo, as I took him to be invin- 
eible, and one who, like Jove, fhook 
itates and kingdoms by his bare 
nod Nutu tremefecit Olympum. 
But, alas! he has miftaken his point, 
and bas undeceived the world, while 
the Whigs profefs to defpife him, and 
defy his power. I am particularly 
alarmed at the immenfe encreate of 
popularity to the Whig adminiftia- 
tton, and to the great Commoner, 
whofe influence we flattered our- 
felves was annihilated. In this fitu- 





A View of Political Letters which have appeared in the public Papers. 189 


ation of things I almoft defpair of 
any happy effects bein produced by 
the united Scot and ‘Tory party. 

There is one thing, which above 
all difpirits me. I mean the natu- 
ral want of courage 1n our patron, 
the Favourite, to enable him to. 
withftand the bold attacks of the 
Whigs (who are pews defperate, 
and are determined to a&t with vi- 
gour to the very laft) and to meet 
the dangers, which thefe diftracted 
times a to threaten. I think 
this unhappy circumftance of our 
patron’s timidity will one day prove 
fatal to our caufe, and that undaunt- 
ed refolution, and daring boidnefs 
can only fave us. If the Favourne 
would boldly ftep forth, and drimifs 
this popular Whig miuniftry, we 
fhould then have nothing to dread. 
But unlefs he affumes fuch a manly 
{pirit, our cau/e muft fink, and Re- 
publican principles & Liberty lord 
itover us. Jefferies indeed has lae 
boured hard in our cauic; but, 
alas! it is too notorious, that he 
has no credit with the world to be 
able to do us any effential iervice, 
and the firft appearance of dificulty 
or danger makes him fhrink and 
‘ive way. Upon the whole, things 
fook very unfavourably. 

I Freeman in the Public Adver- 
tifer, fays, ** As it touches him in 
a very tender part, io there 1s no- 
thing feems to gripe Anti-Sejanus 
more feverely than the imputation 
of toryifm, which, is now fo firm- 
ly attached to him and his party, 
that itis impofible to be taken off, 
notwithftanding which he is guilty 
of a thoufand abfurdities and con- 
tradictions, in endeavouring to re- 
move it: At one timehe tells us 
there is no fuch thing as a tory in 
the world; at another, that what 
was toryifm formerly, *- not fo now; 
& anon he informs us, t..at all the 
odium, danger, or mifchief annexed 
to the wordor thing, appertains 
only to the primitive fignification of 
them ; but that in the prefent accep- 
tation of things, they are the moft 
innocent and harmlefs fn the world. 
However, as he does not himfelf 
feem to depend much upon the 
firength of thefe pofitions, he lucki- 
ly tads a falvo, which, like the 
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fhield: of Ajax, isto cover not only 
himfelf, but all his friends; and to 
fhew what the moft wretched mate- 
rials may be formed into by the 


hands of a great mafter, the whole 


ftreagth of this wonderful picce of 
defenfive armour confifts only in his 
ferioufly affuring us, that what is 
treafon in one part of a reign may be 
very meritorious in another ; and 
shat though oppreffive, illegal, and 
arbitrary aéts, were highly obnoxi- 
ous typ ® days of a James or a 
Mary ; yet in the Year of our Lord 
one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-fix, nothing in the world could 
be more falutary, or fo ftrongly con- 
ducive to the health of the body po- 
litic. 

But as the Ephraimites were be- 
trayed by the Shibboleth, fo thro’ 
the fhortnefs of Anti-Sejanus’s 
cloak, the cloven foot appears below 
it, even at che very time when he 
takes the greateft pains to conceal 


it. 

W’.1n the St. James’s Chronicle, 
fays, ** Tt may be delivered as a 
certain maxim, that an uniform pa- 
triot never was feen out of the man 
of virtue. Cafual bluiterers againft 
power ill-employed, have fwarmed 
at all times in free itates. Oppofing 
abufes with words, thefe are too ea- 
fily taken to be fincere enemies of 
them: from pure principle. No fuch 
thing. Their oppofition is, for the 
moit part, the effect of ambition not 
at its eafe ; or of envy, or of whim, 
or of greedinefs, and fometimes is 
born of nothing elfe but an over- 
warm temper; and fometimes is a 
compound of all thefe. But nothing 
oppoles ill, whether it be of a pri- 
vate, or public fort, with conilancy, 
bat virtue. 

The defertion, which is now no. 
torious, of a certain E——l, who 
may be faid, from his fetting out in 
life, till a few months ago, to have 
made a great noife publicly on the 
fide of liberty ; his Rrange defertion 
tothe other, without any caule that 
is clearly feen, or owned, drew the 
thoughts, delivered above, trom my 
mind, when it was contemplating 
this extraordinary flep, 3 
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He has not only departed from 
Mr. Pitt, but coaverlanr lives, and 
votes with Lord B—, the D—e of 
kK—, and the reft, once not in 
odour with his Lordthip, and lefs 
than ever with the people. 

The much-noifed E——] T—'s 
junction with the much-hated, and 
much-defpifed Earl of B——, & his 
former, and prefent aflociates, tho” 
perhaps inexplicable, unlefs hearts 
were as eafy to read as books ; yet 
I think myfelf obliged to fay, that 
the puzzler E | feems to ftand 
clear of all, and every one of the 
reafons of mock patriotifm affigned 
above. 

Whence then could it poffibly pro- 
ceed? Guefs proves settnas Guefs 
elfe may poffibly fay, that a reconci- 
liation with his brother G. drew on 
an amity with the chancellor of the 
exchequer, and with a]] the chancel- 
lor’s collegues in adminiftration too. 
Reafon is G—’s weapon, Give him 
but an opportunity to ufe it and 
you are a dead man, unlefs you 
yield. But in his brother, the 
E—l1, ne had to do witha man of an 
ingenuous, mind, open to convice 
tion as faft as it could be poured in. 
And therefore, probably, in leis 
than four hours, the ufual time he 
takes to prove even a point, that 
almoft proves itfelf: he fatisfied the 
E—l, that he and company, had 
caft their flough, & were new men, 
with nota dath of the fame noxious 
qualities in them, that had once 
made them peace-makers, cyder- 
taxers, gencral warrant-ifluers, and 
colony embroilers He was clear- 
eft on this laf article, becaufe it was 
impoffible to be made out. Butthe 
liftening E—Il fwallowed them all, 
and on the fpot was made free of 
the mafonry. ' 

Much good may they have of one 
another, provided care is taken that 
they do no harm to any one elfe. 
Bur Mr. Baldwin, there is an hum- 
ble fervant of yours, of no very am- 
ple fortnne, who would not wear an 
apron of the fame order, though, 
(or i0 Going, he might. have the va. 
lue of the eltates. of the whole fra- 
ternity. 
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UR Theme is Hope-—but of a 
diff rent kind, 
The bane or biefling of the fubje& mind; 
This dawning joy thac tothe foul was 


given, 

As a fhort earneft of its future heav'n : 
To blame.is not the purpofe of my fong, 
But warn the thoughticfs not to place it 


wrong. 

Shun trifling hope, that bids your fancy 
rou, 

The conftant torment of a reftiefs foul : 

For two pale handmaids are. for ever 
near, 

Sick di fappointiment, and the fecret tear : 

*Tis this that makes the reflefs heart re- 

ine, 

HD treafures of an Indian mine ;: 

Much fortune gives-—-Yet, give us more, 
they cry 

And tome m new ’ profpeét lures the dazzled 


Like ratios » ites they. reach at fome- 
thing more, 

And drop the gewgaws which they held 
before. 

See the puff'd tradefman ftrut before his 


oor 

Whofe birth was humble, and whofe for- 
tuné poor; 

Yet you my fee his roving thoughts de- 


pend 
On fome bold venture, or fome wealthy 
riend, 
Till the loft brankrupt drops into the 


| jaw 

Of pale difcredit and voracious law. 

The grave-fac’d ftudent better learn’d 
then fed, 

With ftore of logick i in-bis aking head, 

Sees pleafing pictures in his bofom drawn p 

The dean’ Bt tft cufhion, andthe bifhop’s 


law 

He dines with Lords, and takes the high- 
eft. place, 

And weds countefs, coufin to his grace, 

But foon his heart the lof delufion 
mourns 

And the proud prelate to a curate turns : 

In fome dark dome with thirty pounds 

per ann, 
He fips his liquor i in a pewter cann, 


Young Seizum, fated to diftra& the law, 

Who talks of men and books. he never 
faw ; 

Now ftruts. a counfeller, a ferjeant now,. 

While the quick turns elate his {cornful 


brow, 

Behold the judge in that commanding 
frown: 

See then: juit then he ftrok’d his ere 
min’d gown, 

Cecilia foft, whofe pleafing features thine 

Bright in their wane, and beautcous in 
decline, 

till to-her eyes recalls the fcatter’d darts, 

Still hopes the conqueft of a thoufand 
hearts. 

Care ftalks around: vexation hovers 
high; 

Her friends bewail her, and her children 


cry: 
Her a ears their hateful whinings 
tir 
Whole tone dwells upon a wealthy 


* fquire : 

Wrap’d in foft vifions en her couch the 
lies 5 

Knights, peers, and garters fwim before 
her eyes. 

She rides in triumph through her haf 
band’s fields, 

And hears the rattling of her chariog 
wheels, 

Till her charm’d fenfes will contain no 


more; 

Then flies the vifion through its iv’ry 
door, 

See Acamas with time’s fad burden bow, 

Guilt in his breaft, and wrinkles ‘on his 
brow 5 

Yet points out Chloe for his charming 
bride, 

And fain would tempt her to his frozen 


fide : 

At chapel where foft grace and virtue 
calls, 

And pale vice trembles at the facred 
walls; 

Where confcience warms the guilty wretch 
to pray, 

And beg a bieffing on his clofingday, 

The preacher reads; but Achamas the 
while 


Grins at his Chloe with a ghaftly a, 
rs) 
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In their red orbs his waiting eye- balls roll, 


And charming Cloe rufhes on his foul : 
But death will teach the filver-bearded 
f 


ool 
Some other leffon in his gloomy fchool, 
Biank difappointment with its train at- 
tends 
In Delia’s heart, if Delia’s heart depends 
On Silvio’s tongue fo aptly hung with guile, 
On Cynthio’s friendfhip or on Clara’s 
{mile : 
Such courtly friends are like the fhow’ry 


bow, 
Ting'd with falfe luftre by refie&tion 
ow: 
Like its faint gays they hardly laft an 
hou 


r 

Loft in a cloud or melted in a fhow’r. 

If trifling hope has any room to plead, 

*Tis that where nature’s fimple dictates 
lead : 

So the wet hind, who travels o'er the 
plain 


Through the cold mire and afflicting 
rain; 
Tho’ his low roofs with trickling fhow’rs 


run, 

May hope next morn to fee the chearful 
fun : 

Or when keen hunger at the evening tide 

Drives home the thepherd to his ruftick 
bride, 

His honeft reafon haply might not ftray, 

Tho’ he fhould dream of dumpling all the 
way 

See fad Elmilia doom'd by fatal vows 

To the harfh ufage of a tyrant fpoufe, 

To fee his miftrefs in her woes rejoice, 

Her fortune wafted on his guilty choice, 

To bear reproaches doubled on her ear, 

Yet only anfwer with a filent tear, 

Tho’ patient wives muft wait the fate’s 
good time ; 

Yet the, I think, may hope without a 
crime, 

But the grand hope that yields perpetual 


joy 
No trifies give, no trifles can deftroy. 
With mercy from the bleft abode it 


came, 

Its birth celeftial, and its end the 
fame ; 

That bids our days in one fmooth tenor 
roll 

Its tafk to chear and harmonize the 

On fmarting want it pours a healing 


Makes toil feem pleafant and affliction 
calm, 


Seczect Pisces of PorEtry. 


swe 





Man’s TRUE HAPPINESS, 
™ blifs of man (could pride that 
bieffing find) 

Is not to aét or think beyond man. 
kind ; 

No pow’rs of body or of foul to fhare, 

But what his nature and his ftate can 
bear, 


On Patience: Toa Friend. 


ATIENCE my Friend, a Virtue rare, 

I grant ; 

And what I fear the wifeft of us Want: 

Eafy the tafk in aétion to excel, 

The foul’s laft trial is in fuffering well, 

From fear, or fthame what fpecious aéts 
roceed ! 

And “ree aims oft prompt the fhining 


Loek but on half the boafted things we 
do, 

And praife or profit is the point in view. 

From thefe, weat crops of virtue blefs 
the land 

With — = oft the mower fills his 

and ! 
— by thefe the knave we oft re- 


While ering virtue is her own reward ; 
Silent and meek fhe paffes unobferv’d, 
Nor mes by whom fhe is over reach ‘d 
rv'd. 
But te nobler motives to the few, 
And fame or int’reft not the point in 
view : 
Grant of the wretch’s fufferings we par- 
take, 
And praife or pity even for virtue’s fake ; 
Yet that foft temper of the gen’rous 
mind, 
That very breatt, benevolent and kind, 
That noble breaft that feels what others 
feel ; 
Which you, my friend, who know it, beft 
ean tell ; 
Itfelf oppreft, can leaft refiftance thow, 
But pines, or finks beneath its proper 
woe. 
To - it feems, howe'er our lot may 
all, 
That pain "and pleafure’s dealt alike to all ; 
That ev'ry ftation has its proper ill, 
In what we fancy, or in what we feel ; 
That ev’ ry worldiy picafure we may 
gain, 
Is dropt again in fome attendant pain, 
Thus wifely deals th’ impartial hand of 
heav'n 
To check our pride and make the ballance 
? even. 





